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The artist is in Bali essentially a craftsman and at the same
time an amateur, casual and anonymous, who uses his talent
knowing that no one will care to record his name for posterity.
His only aim is to serve his community, seeing that the work is
well done when he is called to embellish the temple of the vil-
lage, or when he carves his neighbour's gate in exchange for a
new roof or some other similar service. Actors and musicians
play for the feasts of the village without pay, and when they per-
form for private festivals they are lavishly entertained and ban-
queted instead. Foreigners have to pay a good amount for a
performance: from five to thirty guilders according to the quality
of the show and the pretensions of the actors; but a Balinese who
calls the village's orchestra or a troupe of actors for a home fes-
tival provides special food, refreshments, sirih, and cigarettes
for them. If he pays a small amount besides, from a guilder to
five, it is not considered as remuneration, but rather as a present
to help the finances of the musical or theatrical club. Whatever
money they receive goes to the funds of the association to cover
the expenses of the feasts given by the club or to buy new cos-
tumes or instruments.

Nothing in Bali is made for posterity; the only available stone
is a soft sandstone that crumbles away after a few years, and the
temples and reliefs have to be renewed constantly; white ants
devour the wooden sculptures, and the humidity rots away all
paper and cloth, so their arts have never suffered from fossiliza-
tion. The Balinese are extremely proud of their traditions, but
they are also progressive and unconservative, and when a foreign
idea strikes their fancy, they adopt it with great enthusiasm as
their own. All sorts of influences from the outside, Indian,
Chinese, Javanese, have left their mark on Balinese art, but they
are always translated into their own manner and they become
strongly Balinese in the process.

Thus the lively Balinese art is in constant flux. What becomes
the rage for a while may be suddenly abandoned and forgotten
ivhen a new fashion is invented, new styles in music or in the